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GUARDS REDUCE
THEFT PROBLEM
Security service impacts
food service, focuses
on customer satisfaction
Derek Legette
STAFF WRITER

Basketball Injury Report
Star ting for ward Mike
Holmes has sustained an
eye injury, benching him
indefinitely.

See page 7
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The security guards at the Russell
House have made an impact since their
arrival earlier this semester.
Although their presence was initially
intimidating, Michael Scheffres, the
resident district manager of Carolina
Dining, said they have served their
purpose well and that the number of
thefts has been reduced.
“We have seen a reduction in theft,
so having the service here for the
fall was a good decision,” Scheffres
said. “The ability to control theft
has such a big impact that frequents
our operations since it affects future
pricing.”
Last year, the amount of theft was
discouragingly high, so Scheffres
developed his plan for security guards
to tackle the problem.
“This was only a response from the
large number of people that took food
without paying that we had observed

or caught,” Scheffres said. “Our focus
has always been on food and customer
satisfaction. That’s what we want it to
be.”
Scheffres said theft does not fall into
the staff’s daily duties, so he contracted
as a separate ser v ice to monitor
security.
“It isn’t fair to our staff or managers
to have to police operations,” he said.
Not only has theft decreased, but
the guards’ attire has changed as
well. They went from black clothing
with a security label to a more casual
appearance.
“We were not happy with the large
lettering and appearance of the initial
uniforms and asked that they change
to more of a casual look,” Scheffres
said.
New guards have been added, while
others have been replaced. Scheffres
said Sodexo has the ability to staff
this assignment with the personnel
they choose. Carolina Dining does not
interfere with the staff it assigns here
unless there is a discrepancy over an
individual’s hiring.
Students on campus have changed
t heir opinion about t he securit y
guards. Benjamin Sternemann , a
first-year criminal justice student,
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Theft in the Russell House has recently decreased due to added security guards.
originally thought that they were too
conspicuous and expensive.
“It was shocking at first, but now I’m
used to it. With the change of their
apparel they now blend in. If theft’s
decreased, then it’s an overall good
thing,” he said.
However, not all students hold
them in high regard. Reuben Jacob,
a second-year chemical engineering
student, said they are “wanna-be cops”
and that people steal food anyway.
“My definition of them is a person
with a badge and no authority,” he said.
Scheffres said that the guards’

assistance have made a difference, and
they are currently considering having
them for the next semester.
“I am leaning towards eliminating
the service and see what the results
are,” he said. “If we suspend the
service, we will monitor the operations
and if we have any problems. We will
base any decisions in the future based
on the results, but I do hope we can
move forward without having a need
for a security company again.”
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu

Barhopping drinkers beware
Open container laws leave
consumers of all ages in trouble
Kyara Massenburg

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

“Mr. Fox” Review
“ T h e F a n t a s t i c M r.
Fox” is a surprisingly
fun animated film, with
standout characters
voiced by George
Clooney and Meryl
Streep.

See page 5

Uncaging the Danimal
College is
a time for
roughing it,
save highclass living
for when you
are older.

See page 4
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Even students over 21 may face fines for drinking if
they carry open containers in public places.

On any given week, you will find an abundance
of students in Columbia’s infamous Five Points.
Regardless of the week’s homework load, more
often than not you will find USC students blowing
off some steam by indulging in $1 bottles of Bud
Light and various other discounted alcoholic
beverages Thursday nights.
There is no doubting the fact that drinking is a
favorite pastime for college students, whether it is
at local bars or tailgates before a home game, which
sometimes poses problems for the under-21 crowd.
On the busiest night of the week, Thirsty
Thursday, worry is common among underage
students that use fake IDs to get into bars and
risk being caught by SLED officers, who often go
undercover for the specific purpose of catching
underage drinkers.
Surprisingly on Oct. 24 of this year, underage
drinkers were not the SLED officers’ primary
targets — the over-21 crowd was.
Hundreds of students flooded the streets of Five
Points that night to celebrate USC’s victory against
Vanderbilt. Unfortunately, not every student would

be able to conclude the night with a happy ending.
Fourth-year psychology student Ashley Prioleau
and fourth-year business student Chris Newell, like
many students, had been barhopping that evening.
They were leaving Mucho Margaritas and were
headed to Red Hot Tomatoes when they were
suddenly approached by two undercover SLED
officers.
In the midst of confusion, the first thing Prioleau
recalled hearing from SLED officers was: “What’s
in your cup? Give me your cup, give me your cup,”
she said.
Before she was even able to make sense of what
was going on around her, she was being handed a
$270 ticket for unlawful possession of alcohol. Both
Prioleau and Newell were dumbfounded by the
situation. Going from bar to bar to have a drink was
not uncommon for these two, seeing as they are of
drinking age.
Kim Larick with Lexington-Richland Alcohol
and Drug Abuse Commission said students can be
fined for having open containers.
“Even if you are of legal drinking age, South
Carolina law states you can be given a fine of up to
$100 dollars or 30 days’ imprisonment,” Larick said.
According to South Carolina code, having an
open container of liquor anywhere except in a
private residence, hotel or motel room, licensed mini
bottle establishment, the luggage compartment of a
Bars ● 2
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Professor Jean Ellis shares
passion for reseach, teaching,
making a difference
Sierra Kelly
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A ssista nt geog raphy professor
Jean Ellis inspires her students and
researches to help beaches around the
world.
A Boston native, Ellis joined the
University in January, but she attended
the University of Southern California
as a student and says she is both a
Trojan and a Gamecock.
Ellis said she really enjoys being able
to teach and conduct research while
also having the opportunity to interact
with both undergraduate and graduate
students.
“I fi nd that interaction to be really
rewarding, and when I’m not teaching I
get to do what I love, which is studying
beaches,” Ellis said.
Ellis used to work at the NASA
Space Center in Mississippi and was
not allowed to teach there, but she
was excited when the job opened up at
Carolina.
“Here I get to teach and work with

undergrad and graduate students,”
Ellis said. “I get to be in an academic
environment, which I really enjoy.”
Ellis said she is really passionate
about her work.
“I hope that passion and enthusiasm
transcends to my students and in my
classroom,” Ellis said. “I hope they
walk away understanding more about
the environment, particularly the costal
environment, and if they can think of
beaches in a different perspective that
would make me feel good. I enjoy being
able to mentor students.”
Ellis teaches coastal zone
management, which focuses on the
physical aspects of beaches. She also
teaches introductory-level courses
where she discusses landforms like
rivers, glaciers, mountains and sand
dunes.
“I think that is an excellent course
because those are landforms we see
every day,” Ellis said. “One of my
students who had a pretty long drive
home sent me a e-mail talking about all
of the landforms she passed, and I was
really touched by that.”
Ellis’s goal is to make a difference
in South Carolina, and she has been
working on her projects for 10 years
while more recently encouraging her
students as well.

Shelby Zelonis, a graduate geography
student, said Ellis has inspired her in a
number of ways.
“She is an incredibly intelligent and
driven person,” Zelonis said. “Her
passion for what she researches and
teaches has inspired me to work as hard
as I can to better my research and attain
challenging goals. Having an advisor
like Dr. Ellis has made me excited to
be in school, where I can learn about
geography and geomorphology from
someone who finds these topics as
fascinating and important as I do.”
Zelonis said she t hink s Ellis’s
research is interesting, exciting and
beneficial to society.
Ellis’s work has already helped
regions like the Gulf of Mexico, and she
is currently working on her research for
Brazil.
“One of the great things about my
job is I get to go on these extended
field excursions,” Ellis said. “I am really
blessed to have a great field team. We
get a lot of research done, and most of
them become my best friends.”
Ellis has traveled to more than 20
countries for research, and she has
several favorite work spots.
“If I can pick outside the U.S. it would
be Sydney, Australia,” Ellis said. “One
place I really enjoyed was Jericocoara,
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Professor Ellis enjoys working with
graduate and undergraduate students.
Brazil and the Tuscany coast in Italy.
I have a project I’m working on with
the folks at the University of Florence.
I very much enjoyed my time in Italy.”
Her inspiration for studying beaches
comes from her love for the beach
and marine science in high school,
environmental science courses in
college and a summer internship she
had in college with the Sea Grant
program in Southern California.
Ellis said the mission of Sea Grant is
to conduct research, educate, conduct
outreach activities and make sure the
public is aware of and can benefit from
science.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
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CALENDAR
What: USC Art De-

partment Holiday Sale
When: 9 a.m.
Where: McMaster
College and Gallery
What: Farmers Market
When: 10 a.m.
Where: Davis Field
What: Out-of-State
Student Socials
When: 5 p.m.
Where: Russell House
Dining Room
What: Carolina Service

Council meeting
When: 5:30 p.m.
Where: RH, Room

315
What: Waverly Center

Volunteer meeting
When: 6 p.m.
Where: RH, Room
305
What: RUF Lessons

and Carols
When: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Rutledge

Chapel
What: RHA Senate

session
When: 7 p.m.
Where: Health Science, Room 114
What: GAMMA

meeting
When: 8 p.m.
Where: RH, Room
304

FACEBOOK
Become a fan of
The Daily Gamecock
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PIC OF THE DAY

LOCAL
Coal power protest stopped
Protesters against coal power attached themselves
Monday to a nearly one million-pound generator part
bound for North Carolina for more than an hour
before deputies were able to remove them.
The part had been parked in a lot near Greenville
for about a week when four protesters scaled a fence
around 8:45 a.m. Monday, climbed to the top of the
massive piece of equipment and refused to get down,
Greenville County Master Deputy Melissia McKinney
said.
The four protesters were all charged with disorderly
conduct, deputies said. They face up to 30 days in jail or
a $100 fine if convicted of the misdemeanor.

NATIONAL
Measure seeks to ban divorce
SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Til death do us part? The
vow would really hold true in California if a Sacramento
Web designer gets his way.
In a movement that seems ripped from the pages of
Comedy Channel writers, John Marcotte wants to put
a measure on the ballot next year to ban divorce.
The effort is meant to be a satirical statement after
California voters outlawed gay marriage in 2008,
Marcotte needs 694,354 valid signatures by March
22, a high hurdle in a state where the typical petition
drive costs millions of dollars. Even if his proposed
constitutional amendment made next year’s ballot, it’s
not clear how voters would react.

INTERNATIONAL
Conglomerate defers payment
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — If global investors
were looking for reassurances from Dubai that it would
stand behind its massive, debt-swamped investment
conglomerate, they got none Monday. Instead, the
Gulf city-state seemed to wash its hands of the financial
woes that have rattled world markets.
The message from Dubai has fueled worries over
a possible default by the conglomerate. Governmentowned Dubai World has been the engine for much of
that growth at home and abroad. So it was a bombshell
last week when Dubai announced that the conglomerate
wanted to defer debt payments until at least May.

Scott Fowler / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Secondplace winner Dennis Mertzanis drifts his Nissan 240sx at the SouthEast
Drift competition “Land of the Great” at Jefferson Motorsport Park, GA.

FLU CLINIC
USC’s Student Health Services has received a
very limited supply of injectable H1N1 vaccines
and will offer a walk-in vaccine clinic on the
main level of the Thomson Student Health
Center today from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
In accordance with the Centers for Disease
Cont rol and Prevent ion g uidelines, t he
injectable vaccine will be made available to
faculty, staff and students who are pregnant or
are age 64 and under and have chronic medical
conditions or a weakened immune system.
Student Health Services will also offer the
intranasal H1N1 vaccine at this clinic to healthy
faculty, staff and students who:

-Are age 49 or younger
-Are in good health (no recent fever, illness,
infection)
-Are not pregnant
-Do not have children at home six months of
age or younger
-A re not c a r i ng for someone w it h a
compromised immunity
-Do not have chronic medical conditions
-Do not have a weakened immune system
The vaccine is free with a University ID card.
Monitor www.sc.edu/f lu for updates on
future clinics and information on how to
prevent the flu.

TODAY IN HISTORY
1824:
As no presidential candidate had received a majority of the total electoral votes in the election
of 1824, Congress decides to turn over the presidential election to the House of Representatives, as dictated by the 12th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

1934:
Sergey Kirov, a leader of the Russian Revolution and a high-ranking member of the Politburo,
is shot to death at his Leningrad office by Communist Party member Leonid Nikolayev, likely at
the instigation of Soviet leader Joseph Stalin.

— The Associated Press
Bars ● Continued from 1
vehicle or a legally constituted private gathering
can mean a very hefty fine.
The specifics of this particular law can get
a bit tricky. It is not against the law to be in
possession of an open container as long as you
are in a permitted area, like directly in front
of a drinking establishment or at a constituted
private gathering such as a tailgating party. Sgt.
Gonzalez with the Richland County Sheriff’s
Department says he very seldom encounters
alcohol-related issues,
“If fines are given or arrests are made at USC

football games, it’s normally for being grossly
intoxicated in a public place,” Gonzalez said.
After her experience, Prioleau hopes other
students will be more cautious.
“I think it is so ridiculous that I was given a
ticket that night, but I want other students to
know to be careful if you are going to drink
in Five Points. If you do get a fine, be sure to
research the laws and plea to have a jury trial,”
Prioleau said.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
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of opinion
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Even with evidence,
doctors do not have
right to end lives

Copy Desk Chief
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Drivers texting face
penalties in NC ban
“OMG I’m DWT. WTF.”
Driving While Texting: the latest craze behind road rage,
swaying over lanes and vehicle collisions. But states are taking
action. Starting December 1, drivers in North Carolina can
be pulled over for the “BRBs” and “OMGs” that could cost
them the upwards of $100.
Most of us are guilty of this obnoxious and irresponsible
driving behavior, but it’s easy to overlook the danger we
impart on ourselves and on the road every time we occupy
our hands and eyes to text a friend. And let’s face it, “It’s
an emergency,” is not an excuse. If it really can’t wait for
you to park, you would have gotten a phone call. And flatly,
anything that ends in a :) is not
an emergency.
It’s sad that the
Before you know it we’re
going to see those obnoxious
government must Above the Inf luence public
service announcements about
waste its time texting while driving. Is this
really necessary?
As ridiculous as that may
legislating common
sou nd, f ig u re s show t h at
sense, but we are texting is escalating among
the foes behind deadly road
accidents. While it is easy to
glad to see action.
judge someone for driving
after those drinks downtown
for recklessness, we don’t think about the “LOL” text that can
just as easily lead to a tragic collision.
It’s sad that the government must waste it’s time legislating
common sense, but we are glad to see states taking action.
Obviously, too many of us aren’t letting the threat of death or
injury stop us.
South Carolina is likely to follow suit of its neighbor to
the north, so drivers should be ready. Unlike driving, texting
requires more work both from your hands and your eyes — no
matter how good you think you are, you know you’re going to
look at that screen more than once. And in that time, studies
should you may have already driven the distance of a football
field. A lot can happen from that Point A to Point B.
So next time you’re eager to say, “I’m on the way” or
“What’s up” while behind the wheel, think about how worth
that meaningless text is to your wallet, driving record and
even life.

UNCAGING THE DANIMAL

Poor living is rich experience
Destitution, delapidation,
ramen, rats teach students
value of money, adventure
There is an indescribable
beauty in being a college
student.
At no other time in our
lives will we be allowed to
get away with the things
t hat we do in t he fouryear period we spend as
undergraduates.
Never again will it be
acceptable to sleep until
1 in the afternoon daily.
After graduation, you will
not be allowed to feast on
ramen noodles and Beanie
Weenies alone.
Your peers will no longer
consider your excessive
alcohol consu mpt ion
something to be proud of
once you enter t he real
world.
Fu r t her more, it is
adv isable t hat once we
start mak ing a little bit
of money that we should
upgrade our living
conditions to something
more adequate t han
shabby century-old houses
and apartments.
However, I have noticed
that a lot of my colleagues
have opted to sk ip t he
oppor t u n it y to f u l ly

experience the college life
by choosing to reside in
banging houses with full
a men it ie s. I a m a t r ue
believer that a major part
of the college experience
includes living below the
national poverty level.
There is somet h ing
exc it i ng
about finding
dead l iz a rds
f loat ing in
you r shower
water or
waking to
t he sound of
Dan Solley rats scurrying
Fourth-year
across your
pre-law
student
bedroom
floor.
I don’t
k now about you , but I
think that trying to find
a way to stay warm when
your central heat fails is
somewhat of a challenge
with a hint of fun.
T here is no poi nt i n
rushing things — you have
the rest of your life to enjoy
your granite countertops
and mahogany cabinets.
If you are one of those
t hat has chosen to l ive
extravagantly, I challenge
you to reconsider you r
living situation once your
lease expires.
Ne x t y e a r, h it up

Shandon and fi nd a three
bedroom house with rent
for less than $500 a month.
I promise you that your life
will be exponentially more
exciting as you attempt to
find a way to wash your
clothes each week without
a washer or dryer in your
house.
I mean, can you
t hink of anyt hing more
entertaining than
attempting to get in touch
with your landlord once a
pipe bursts and floods your
entire kitchen at 2 a.m?
If you choose to live like
a pimp now, then you are
already setting the bar too
high and it will be hard
to find living conditions
that will satisfy you in the
future.
You truly cannot enjoy
something until you have
experienced its opposite.
You cannot k now hot
until you have experienced
cold, you ca n not k now
love unt il you have felt
hate, and you cannot know
wea lt hy u nt il you have
been deprived.
So stop rushing things
— this is college, where it
is actually cool to be poor,
so cherish it.

Universities’ role in students’ lives heavy topic
Pennsylvania school’s graduation
requirement raises questions about
scope of college mission statements
The end of the semester is fast approaching,
so it’s likely that many students are compiling
check lists of what they need to do before year’s
end. Let’s imagine a hypothetical list: Finish my
research paper, present my group project, study
for my exams, and get to the gym so I can lose
enough weight to graduate.
Well that last one would only be part of your
year-end checklist if you go to Lincoln University.
In 2006, the small Pennsylvania school instituted
a radical program to combat America’s obesity
problem. The administration said that students
who have a body mass index of more than 30
must take three hours per week of fitness classes.
Students are not required to demonstrate that
they have lowered their BMI, but they must make
an effort by taking the class. If they fail to do so,

they cannot graduate.
The class of 2006, which was the fi rst required
to take the program, is nearing graduation, and
the head of the university’s health department,
Profe s sor Ja me s L . DeBoy, bel ieve s some
students will not be allowed to graduate as a
resu lt. A n a r t icle blast i ng t he
BMI requirement in the Lincoln
Universit y school newspaper by
sen ior Tia na Law son re s u lted
in national media attention and
scrutiny of the school.
“I didn’t come to Lincoln to be
told that my weight is not in an
Richard
acceptable range. I came here to get
Wood
an education,” Lawson wrote.
Fourth-year
Most people who object to the
history
student
program probably agree with that
sentiment. Who gave universities
the right to judge students on anything other than
academic performance? But while a program like
this may seem strange to most people, the issue
at stake here raises broader questions. The most

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
Viewpoints page is to stimulate
discussion in the University of South
Ca r o l i n a c o m m u n i t y. A ll p u b l i s h e d
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Student Media.
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If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us
know about it. E-mail sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will print the
correction in our next issue.

pertinent is: What really is the role of university
in the life of the student?
I think there’s no question that the BMI rule
is paternalistic. Professor DeBoy has said the
university is responsible for the “total well-being,
not just the academic, but the emotional and
psychological state of our students.” If this sounds
like a universit y official stepping outside the
bounds of his authority, consider the mission
statement from USC’s Web site that describes
the universit y’s goal of “enhancing not only
our students’ knowledge, understanding, and
econom ic v iabil it y, but also t heir sense of
character, empathy, and mutual respect.”
I f t he development of a st udent ’s whole
character is the responsibility of a university,
then a responsibility for students’ physical health
is not such a stretch. But how many students feel
they go to school to have their character molded?
The Lincoln University program may simply be
an extreme case of university paternalism, but it
should also spark a national discussion about what
universities are really for.

For years, the ethical debate
over when to end a human
life that is in a vegetative state
has raged in the U.S. The
common phrase “pulling the
plug” often describes the act
of removing a feeding tube
or turning off a ventilator for
those who, whether due to a
severe accident, brain damage
or other tragic circumstance,
can no longer eat or breathe
on their own. But, who are
doctors to have the final say
in determining someone’s
quality and if they live or die?
Terri Schiavo, one of the
most famous examples, was
starved to death when the
Supreme Court ordered her
feeding tube to be removed on
March 18, 2005. She died 13
days later on March 31. Even
though she was in a minimally
conscious state and could
follow her mother’s finger with
her eyes, she was still taken
off life support, beginning
a horrific 13-day starvation
period t hat
resulted in her
death.
The bottom
line is t hat
no human
has a right
to deter m i ne
Chelsey
someone else’s
Seidel
quality of life.
Second-year
By saying “they
print journalism
wouldn’t want
student
to live t hat
way,” we begin
to create a dangerous game
for ourselves. It is not my place
to determine how you would
want to live, just as it is not
your place to determine how I
would want to live.
It was discovered recently
that a car crash victim, Rom
Houben, believed to be in a
vegetative state for 23 years,
was actually fully conscious
and aware of everything that
had been going on around
him. Tak ing this man off
life support would have been
com m it t ing murder. The
doctor who discovered that
Houben had been wrongly
diagnosed said that he is reexamining dozens of other
cases.
A person’s quality of life
is not for someone else to
determine for him or her. If
Rom Houben had been taken
off life support, he would
have been fully aware that he
was slowly being starved to
death — something that is
inhumane, to say the least.
Taking someone off life
support based on an opinion,
rather than medical fact, is the
same as murder and should be
treated as such. In the future,
let us hope all people value
the lives of those who may
not be able to eat or breathe
on their own as important.
Life is not something that
should be determined by us; it
is something to be respected.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Editor-in-Chief
AMANDA DAVIS
Managing Editor
CALLI BURNETT
Copy Desk Chief
KELSEY PACER
Assistant Copy Desk Chief
LINDSAY WOLFE
Design Director
MORGAN REID
Assistant Design Director
LIZZIE ERICKSON
News Editor
KARA APEL
Assistant News Editors
DARREN PRICE
JOSH DAWSEY
Viewpoints Editor
MARILYNN JOYNER
Assistant Viewpoints Editor
RYAN QUINN
The Mix Editor
COLIN JONES

Assistant Mix Editor
ELLEN MEDER
Sports Editor
CHRIS COX
Assistant Sports Editor
JAMES KRATCH
Photo Editor
KERI GOFF
Assistant Photo Editor
HANNAH CARROLL
Multimedia Director
JONATHAN BATTAGLIA
Assistant Multimedia Director
GEOFFREY MARSI
Page Designers
BRENNAN WARE, MEGAN HILBERT,
BRIAN DRESDOW, CAMILLE
HOLLEMAN
Photographers
DAVID WALTERS
Public Relations Director
JESSICA SCANLON
Graduate Assistant

COURTNEY GRAHAM
Student Media Director
SCOTT LINDENBERG
Faculty Adviser
ERIK COLLINS
Creative Director
EDGAR SANTANA
Business Manager
CAROLYN GRIFFIN
Advertising Manager
SARAH SCARBOROUGH
Classifieds Manager
SHERRY F. HOLMES
Production Manager
C. NEIL SCOTT
Creative Services
KELLIE DUFF, LIZ HOWELL, KATIE
MIKOS, KAILEY WARING
Advertising
JULIE CANTER, CARLY
GALLAGHER, NATALIE HICKS,
CANDACE REYNOLDS, LAUREN
SPIRES, MEGHAN TANKERSLY

Offices located on the third floor of the Russell House
Editor: gamecockeditor@sc.edu
News: sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
Viewpoints: sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
The Mix: sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu
Sports: sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Online: www.dailygamecock.com
Newsroom: 777-7726
Sports: 777-7182
Editor’s Office: 777-3914
Fax: 777-6482
The Daily Gamecock is the
editorially independent student
newspaper of the University of
South Carolina. It is published
daily during the fall and spring
semesters and nine times during
the summer with the exception
of university holidays and exam
periods. Opinions expressed in
The Daily Gamecock are those
of the editors or author and not
those of the University of South
Carolina.

The Board of Student
Publications and
Communications is the
publisher of The Daily
Gamecock. The Department
of Student Media is
the newspaper’s parent
organization. The Daily
Gamecock is supported in part
by student-activity fees. One
free copy per reader. Additional
copies may be purchased for $1
each from the Department of
Student Media.

“I think it’s the duty of the comedian to find out where
the line is drawn and cross it deliberately.”
— George Carlin
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LISTEN TO

THIS

The Mix encourages
you to entertain your
ears with quality
old, new songs
Ellen Meder

ASSISTANT MIX EDITOR

“Skating” by
Vince Guaraldi Trio
No m at t e r w h at
holiday you celebrate,
t h is w i nt r y classic
is t he per fec t way
to br ighten up t he
season. T h is jazz y
pia no t u ne is of f
t h e “A C h a r l i e
Brow n Ch r ist mas”
soundtrack and the
Courtesy of Fantasy Records whimsical, hopef ul
notes simulate falling
snow. Even if you’re not a huge “Peanuts” fan, this song,
and album, is elegant through and through with a little
jazz and a little swing.

Courtesy of 20th Century Fox

George Clooney voices Mr. Fox, left, and Meryl Streep provides vocals for Mrs. Fox, in Wes Anderson’s latest film.

‘MR. FOX’ PROVES FANTASTIC
Anderson’s acerbic wit marries
Dahl’s classic children’s novel
surprisingly well despite little buzz
Neal Hughes

“Santa Claus
is Coming to
Town” by Bruce
Springsteen

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Fantastic Mr. Fox

The Boss will bring
a little extra cheer and
joy to your holiday
season w it h his
unique rendition of
this childhood classic.
With rock undertones
a nd sleigh bel ls i n
t he background,
Courtesy of Columbia Recrods
y o u r e a l l y b el ie ve
Spr i ng steen’s r ich,
all-American voice when he tells you that “you better be
good for goodness sake.”

“Another
Christmas Song”
by Steven Colbert
Su re it ’s a l it t le
sarcast ic for t he
holidays, but with all
t hat cheer f loat ing
arou nd, somet imes
it ’s good to put it
i n p er sp e c t ive. “A
Colbert Christmas:
The Greatest Gift of
All!” might actually
Courtesy of Comedy Central
do what it promises,
provide a laugh and a
smile — the greatest gift of all. Colbert’s witty lyrics will
have you wanting to play this song, by South Carolina’s
favorite son, “for a month, Ad infinitum.”
Comments on this story? E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu

NOW IN THEATERS
★ ★ ★ ★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩

Director: Wes Anderson
Starring: George Clooney, Meryl Streep,
Jason Schwartzman
Run Time: 87 minutes
Rating: PG for action, smoking and slang
humor.
The Oscar for best animated feature may no longer
belong to “Up,” but may in fact be shanghaied by an
obscure little fi lm that delivers with levity and plenty of
fur, entitled “Fantastic Mr. Fox.”
Wes Anderson (“Royal Tenenbaums”) has crafted
many peculiar fi lms, “Rushmore” immediately springs
to mind, and the thought of his alienating and, at times,
intellectually pretentious directing style being applied
to a children’s novel was certainly surprising. However,
“Mr. Fox” flows effortlessly using a lighthearted tone
and mischievous wit, bolstered by George Clooney’s
charming and arresting vocal portrayal. Clooney’s
Mr. Fox is the crux of the fi lm — but it’s not the only
shining voice talent. Meryl Streep brings a soothing
maternal tone as Mrs. Fox and Jason Schwartzman’s
energetic and rebellious rendition of the Fox’s oddball
son, Ash, compliment Clooney’s lead, further adding to
the quality of the fi lm.
“We are wild animals,” a line spoken by Mr. Fox,
is a fitting mantra for the deliciously untamed movie.
Beginning with a chicken heist and Mr. Fox’s expert
discussion of the proper working of a fox trap, all the

way through to a rewarding and humorous fi nish, the
audience is gently guided through a spell-binding world
in which Mr. Fox reigns as king and, through his charm
and charisma, is seemingly invincible.
The film is broken up by chapters distinguished
by cheeky yellow letters plastered at the top of the
screen, and seems to stay true to Roald Dahl’s original
vision. With that said, it is clear that Anderson decided
to make this movie his own and fortunately every
personalized touch strengthens it and adds to the
viewing experience.
The only fl aw that deserves mention is the lack of
universal appeal. The stop-motion animation is by
no means the cleanest visual style, but is fitting for
the movie, giving it a distinct indie feel despite the
powerhouse of stars on its cast list. “Fantastic Mr.
Fox” can be diagnosed with a rare case of substance
over style, which is non-existent in Hollywood these
days, but some might find the animation crude and
off-putting.
“Fantastic Mr. Fox” is enormously witty, relying on
complicated dialogue for laughs, and rewards viewers
with continuously running inside jokes that gain
momentum as the fi lm smoothly sashays through. To
a committed viewer with the obligatory open mind
required of Wes Anderson’s creations, the movie is
nothing short of brilliant; however, to the causal viewer
look ing for a movie that is more mindless humor,
“Fantastic Mr. Fox” will be a frustrating choice.
The categorizat ion of “Fantast ic Mr. Fox” as a
children’s movie might be the worst misnomer since
Paul Blartt was billed as a comedy. Being clearly geared
to a much older crowd, none of the humor is explicit;
but it certainly isn’t simple slapstick like most of the
children’s fi lms being released these days.
“Fantastic Mr. Fox” should be recognized as the
hidden gem of this holiday season. While other movies
may be getting more publicity from the media, the buzz
around Anderson’s latest fi lm has been undeservedly
quiet. “Fantastic Mr. Fox” is the best film of this
holiday season, so far, albeit on the shallow and quirky
side, the fi lm is simply nothing short of (for lack of a
better word) fantastic.

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu

‘Invictus’ to top off prolific decade for American director
Wisdom accumulated over five decades
made Eastwood master director, storyteller
Jimmy Gilmore
STAFF WRITER

Clint Eastwood is 79 years old, but you could never guess
that by looking at what he has accomplished the past six years
of his career. Since 2003, the filmmaker has directed seven
films, been nominated for three Oscars for Best Director, and
won one in 2004 for “Million Dollar Baby.”
For a screen icon whose performances run five decades and
span from Inspector Harry Callahan in the “Dirty Harry”
films to “The Outlaw Josey Wales,” it would be easy for
Eastwood to simply fade from the limelight and relax in his
old age.
With his latest film “Invictus,” about South African
president Nelson Mandela’s plan to unite his country through
the World Rugby Cup, already sparking Academy Award
murmurs in the weeks before its Dec. 11 theatrical release,
it seems Eastwood’s storytelling ability is nowhere close to
getting soft.
The string of films he’s assembled over the past few years,
including “Mystic River,” “Million Dollar Baby” and “Letters
from Iwo Jima,” are among the strongest and most emotional
dramas made by an American filmmaker this decade.
He is a true “actor’s director,” using all the experience he
learned over decades of work to help craft nuanced and finely
tuned performances from a vast array of actors. In his past
seven films, he’s directed seven actors to Oscar nominations
and four of those to wins.
Perhaps i n recog n it ion of t hese a maz i ng recent
achievements, the French Legion of Honor awarded him the
position of Commander last month, an honor rarely given to
an American.

With all these awards, all this hype and all this love from
the industry it’s tempting to say Clint Eastwood is overrated.
It’s easy to point at the more melodramatic and contrived
moments of “Million Dollar Baby” or “Flags of Our Fathers”
as evidence that he’s not doing anything particularly unique
with his films.
But in many ways, part of Eastwood’s vast appeal seems
to stem from the fact that he isn’t doing unique things. He
understands how stories work, and how film can work to tell
stories. Many of his films use traditional story models — a
murder mystery, a rising boxing star, soldiers in combat — and
strip these models into raw emotion.
His “Invictus” seems tailor-made for his kind of filmmaking.
It is on the surface a biographical picture about a specific
period in Nelson Mandela’s life. But in partnering again with
friend Morgan Freeman and balancing the political aspects of
the film with its rugby story, he is again trying to take typical
stories in different directions.
After last year’s “Gran Torino,” Clint Eastwood announced
he wanted to retire from acting. It seemed fitting, as that
film was a personal and probing look at a character who so
resembled his gruff screen persona.
As for directing, it seems Eastwood won’t rest until he’s
dead. He’s already filming “Hereafter,” a supernatural
thriller starring Matt Damon for release next year. Rarely
has a filmmaker been this prolific at this age, and this level
of tenacious love for his medium is something any artist can
admire, even in the most flawed moments of his films.
American cinema has become so used to Clint Eastwood
since his major breakthroughs in the 1960s that now he is one
of the last legends of that period to remain consistently in the
spotlight’s glow.
Even as he inches towards 80, that spotlight seems to
invigorate him and encourage him to continue exploring his
art. That’s Entertainment.

Thibault Camus / The Associated Press

Clint Eastwood speaks to the press after being awarded
Commander in the Legion of Honor in Paris Nov. 13.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu
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Inside the Box ● By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

Whiteboard ● By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

The Scene
USC

SOUTH CAROLINA PHILHARMONIC PRESENTS
BÉLA FLECK AND THE FLECKTONES
8 p.m., $40-$70
Koger Center, 1051 Greene St.

TODAY

Spurned ● By Jarad Greene / The Daily Gamecock

BATTLE, FORTY WINTERS, BLACKLINES, IN
REGRET
6:30 p.m., $8 under 21/ $5 over
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

STERYLE, ASHES OF SERENITY, EVISCERAL, TO
SPEAK OF WOLVES, DEVOURED
7 p.m., $8 under 21/ $5 over
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

CONTEMPORARY DANCE SHOWCASE: WITHOUT
BOUNDARIES
6 p.m., $10-$16
Drayton Hall Theatre, 1214 College St.

PARIS
3, 5:30 & 8 p.m., $6.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

PICTURE ME FREE
8 p.m., free
The Elbow Room, 2020 Devine St.

HOROSCOPES

1234567890-=
ARIES Make it a point
to look at people when they
talk to you. There’s a lot
t hat’s not in t he words.
You’ll get glimpses of the
future today.
T AU RUS

If you
anticipate change today, you
won’t be disappointed. You
see possibilities everywhere,
if things were just a little bit
different.

GEMINI

You need
your imagination to figure
out what others want. You
ac compl i sh a lot to d ay
through practical effort.

CANCER

Be
prepared to change your
mind. New ideas present
great possibilit ies. Your
mental light bulb turns on.

LEO Don’t hold on to
your morning ideas because
by noon your mind will be
going in another direction.
Ot hers inspire more
creative action.
V IRGO

SAGIT TA R IUS
By the end of the day, you
really understand how to
help your partner. Start by
asking what he or she wants.

C A PR ICOR N

Ideas take
you i n t wo d i rec t ions
at o n c e . B y a f t e r n o o n
you decide which path to
pursue. Results are good.

Devote yourself to sorting
through old messages. If
you clear up old business,
you make space for a
surprise later.

LIBR A First you fall
in love wit h a new idea,
and then you examine its
practical value. It should
work f ine if you include
others.

AQUARIUS Think
long and hard before you
op en you r mout h. T he
words come out fine, but be
sure you mean them.

SCORPIO If you use
your imaginat ion today,
ever ything will turn out
beautifully. You need that
to overcome someone’s fear.

PISCES Start off on
the right foot by making
a list of tasks. Others have
t ime to help get t h i ngs
done.

TOMORROW

WIDEMAN/DAVIS DANCE PRESENTS BALANCE
8 p.m., $10-$16
Drayton Hall Theatre, 1214 College St.
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Holmes out with eye injury
Junior forward sidelined indefinitely,
will have surgery this week
Sam Davis

STAFF WRITER

As if losing its leading scorer and rebounder
through the first four games wasn’t enough,
the USC basketball team has suffered another
blow. Junior forward Mike Holmes will undergo
surgery this week for a left eye injury.
“Our guys were off Saturday because of the
football game. Mike went home and when he
returned he had an injury in his eye. It turns out
he has a closed eye injury that is a facial fracture
and it’s going to require surgery. So he’ll be
out indefi nitely,” USC coach Darrin Horn said.
“From my understanding, it was just kind of
horsing around at home.”
Holmes’s injury comes after senior forward
Dominique Archie was lost in the fi nals of the

Charleston Classic last Sunday with a right knee
sprain. No timetable has been placed for his
return, as it will depend on how the rehabilitation
process goes.
With two major factors in the lineup missing
for an extended period of time, Carolina needs to
find a way to fill the void that Archie and Holmes
leave on the defensive side of the ball in addition
to the offensive side with their scoring and
rebounding abilities. Though he’s not sure what
the starting lineup will look like on Wednesday
night against his alma mater Western Kentucky,
Horn will look to speed up the pace even faster
than it already is.
“My initial reaction is to go as big as we can.
We may have to turn the heat up even more, as
crazy as that sounds,” Horn said. “Just completely
turn the game into an outright track meet and
press as much as we can.”
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Notre Dame cannot
handle yet another
coaching misfire

Kara Roache / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Holmes and USC coach Darrin Horn talk.

Downey, Carolina
harpoon Dolphins
Guard scores 34 points
as Gamecocks outlast
Jacksonville in shootout
Chris Bilko

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

who had trailed the whole game,
took the lead by one with 5:46 to
go. That lead change sparked a fire
in Downey. He used everything
in his arsenal, from lay ups to
fall-away three-pointers, to score
exactly half of his 34 points after
the lead change. His clutch free
throw shooting in the waning
minutes put the game on ice for the
Gamecocks.
Senior guard Brandis Raley-Ross
filled in nicely for Archie in the
starting lineup, dropping 18 points.
He had a very good shooting day,
going 60 percent from the field and
making two of three from beyond
the three-point arc.
Fr e s h m a n g u a r d S t e p h e n
Spinella also got some extended
playing time in the game. He did
a little bit of everything for the
Gamecocks, including nailing a big
three-pointer from the wing in the
first half.
“(Spinella) did some good things
for us tonight,” Horn said. “He
rebounded when he needed to and
was pretty solid defensively. He
shot the ball with confidence.”
Up next for the Gamecocks is
Horn’s former team, the Western
Kentucky Hilltoppers. Tomorrow
will mark the first time that Horn
has faced his former team since
leading them to a Sweet 16 berth in
the 2008 NCAA Tournament.

On Friday, senior guard Devan
Downey showed his ability to take
control in a 97-93 win against
Jacksonville. Downey came up big
with 34 points in the absence of
the team’s leading scorer, senior
forward Dominique Archie, who
sprained his knee against Miami
last Sunday.
“We needed (Downey) to step
up,” USC coach Darrin Horn said.
“He made plays; that’s what he does
best. He was big for us tonight.
That’s what you want your seniors
to do.”
The contest marked the first
time that A rchie had not been
i n u n ifor m du r i ng h is whole
career at Carolina. His absence
was noticeable, as the Gamecocks
especially struggled to stop to
Dolphins.
“This is our first game having to
play a little differently,” Horn said.
“We had to respond to that. I am
disappointed that we didn’t guard
at all, at any point of the game.”
The first half was back and forth,
with neither team really taking a
big lead, but Carolina had the edge. Comments on this story?
In the second half, the Dolphins, E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Kara Roache / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC senior guard Devan Downey was stellar Friday in USC’s 97-93 win.

Stephens helps lift USC to upset victory
Final-minute basket seals win
over nationally ranked
San Diego State
Justin Warlick

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

After two heartbreaking losses to
nationally-ranked teams at the Virgin
Islands Paradise Jam,
the USC women’s
basketball
ended its
T h a n k sg iv i ng
weekend
travels in st yle,
upsetting
t he No. 23 Sa n
Diego State
A z t e c s 58 -55 o n
Saturday.
Thanks to sophomore forward Charanee
Stephens’s eventual game-winning basket with
30 seconds left, USC was able to grab its first
win over a nationally ranked squad since
defeating No. 14 Minnesota in 2005.
“Our kids are resilient,” USC coach
Dawn Staley said. “Our kids play a lot of
minutes today, and they toughen it out.”
Before the win, Carolina started the
tourney 0-2. USC battled back from
a 20-point deficit against the No. 20
Sooners on Thanksgiving day to pull
it to a one-possession game before
falling 75-67. The Gamecocks then
were blown out Friday by the No. 5
Fighting Irish, 78-55.
Stephens led the way
for Sout h Carolina
against the Aztecs, scoring

Irish’s future
to be defined
by new hire

20 points and grabbing eight rebounds off the
bench, both team highs on the day.
“She was energy off the bench,” Staley said.
“In her own right, she’s a starter off the bench.
We needed that energy off the bench.”
Ju n ior g ua rd Va ler ie Na i n ia ma added
11 points and five assists for Carolina, and
sophomore guard La’Keisha Sutton had 10
points and three assists. Overall the Gamecocks
had a very good day shooting the ball, hitting
46.7 percent from the field and 87.5 percent
from the free throw line, including 90.9 percent
accuracy in the second half.
Staley also felt her team’s defense on the San
Diego State guards, and star Jene Morris in
particular, was a major facet of the win.
“I thought we made them work for it,” Staley
said. “Jene Morris, we knew she was big time
scorer, we wanted to help off and cheat off other
players. We attacked her and got her into foul
trouble.”
Despite being a young squad without a lot of
experience, South Carolina has held up pretty
well through the first six games of an extremely
difficult non-conference schedule, now standing
at 3-3 headed into tomorrow’s home matinee
against High Point . Staley is happy with the
team, but at the same time, she wants to keep
the players grounded.
“We have to still stay encouraged,” Staley
said. “I like to give them both sides of it; I’m
on them when they make mistakes. They’re
learning on the run.”

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

To d a y, N o t r e D a m e
football is nothing more than
an agony-riddled ghost, a
once-mighty institution left
lying in ruins. Yet at the same
time, it is a cherished relic,
commanding our respect and
acknowledgement.
It is a reminder of what once
was, of a time where Four
Horsemen galloped across the
gridiron, of a time when men
stomped out of the underbelly
of Yankee Stadium and won
one for t he
Gipper in the
blustery Bronx
wind, of a time
when a small
Catholic school
f rom I nd ia na
shocked t he
James
United States
Kratch
A r my of f t he
Second-year
English student
b a n k s of t he
Hudson w it h
something called a forward
pass.
Some say that those days
of glory can once again be
experienced in South Bend.
Others vouch that (Fighting)
Irish eyes will never smile
again.
W hatever t he case may
b e , we w i l l s o o n k now.
Today is the beginning of
the end, or the end of the
beginning. Charlie Weis is
gone. Whoever becomes his
successor must be the man
to lead Notre Dame into the
light and back to glory.
There can’t be any more
bad hires. There can’t be any
more mistakes. It’s do-or-die
in South Bend now; Notre
Dame is either going to rise
f rom t he ashes or f inally
disappear into oblivion.
W hatever side one
takes, one must admit the
fact — Notre Dame means
something in college football.
Even with 21 losses in three
years, the low-water mark
in university history, Notre
Dame is meaningful.
The Game of the Century.
Knute Rockne. Touchdown
Jesus. Lou Holtz. George
Gipp. The Chicken Soup
Game. Rudy Ruettiger.
The history and pageantry
of col lege footba l l a nd
American athletics have been
profoundly impacted by Notre
Dame. Love it or hate it, you
have to realize the simple
truth — if Notre Dame can
still be great, it must be great.
You can’t have something so
rich in tradition and mystique
wilting away before your eyes
if something can be done.
That’s why athletic director
Jack Swarbrick has to get
this one right. The jury is
out as to if Notre Dame can
compete wit h t he best in
today’s climate. For a myriad
of reasons, dozens of other
u n iver sit ie s h ave pa s sed
the Irish by on the football
pecking order.
But if the Irish are ever to
get up on the level with Texas,
Florida, Southern California,
Ohio State and the rest of the
pigskin aristocracy, they need
to get the coach that can take
them there.
Weis is a good coach. But
like Tyrone Willingham and
Bob Davie before him, he
wasn’t up to the job.
The new coach has to be.
Big name, no-name, multipletime national champion, never
even won a game, it doesn’t
matter. Another mistake can’t
be made.
For a long while it has been
wondered if the echoes could
be awoken, if the thunder
could be shaken down from
the sky, if Old Notre Dame
could still win over all.
We will soon find out.

The Daily Gamecock ● TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2009

PAGE 8

Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888 • f 803-777-6482 • www.dailygamecock.com
Line classified ad rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds

DEADLINE

Additional Info
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior
to publication

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu • Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Apartments
Spring Sublease of furn room & pvt BA!
Awesome rmmtes amazing Copper
Beech amenities only $400!
Kara 864-483-0907
THANKSGIVING SPECIAL
No Security Deposit. Efficiences-$642
2BR-$750 incldes everything. 12/mo
lease CORNELL ARMS 799-1442

Roommates
F/rmmte needed Spring Semester in
Aspyre. Walking distance from USC.
2BR 2BA great amenities.
Really fun place to live! Contact me at
smithers@mailbox.sc.edu.

Housing-Rent
1BR CONDO - fully furn w/sec. available next semester & beyond. @ the
Spur next to stadium. Call 422-9173.
4BR 2BA $1195 or 5BR 2BA $1295
hdwd flrs fenced yard Shandon
with jacuzzi.
318-0729
2 & 3 BR HOUSES FOR RENT
Olympia - very nice w/d conn CH&A.
Call Jeff 238-9185

For Sale

Travel

New, Used Major Brands - guitar, amps
drums, speaker systems, accessories,
electric and acoustic instruments
THE MUSIC STORE 4437 DEVINE ST.
www.themusicstore.us 787-2773

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury
cruise with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of thirteen
resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

Help Wanted
YE OLE FASHIONED ICE CREAM
& SANDWICH CAFE’ NOW HIRING
ALL STAFF. Good pay & tips. Flexible
hours. Perfect for students.
7490 Garners Ferry next to Walmart.
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.

Help Wanted
Runners
ROBINSON MCFADDEN & MOORE,
PC is now searching for a runner to
start in early January 2010 in its downtown Columbia legal office. PT position,
flexible work schedules.
Please contact Sheilah @ 227-1123

Houses &Apts 2-4BR walking distance
to USC $675 and up. Call 254-6613
www.securityrealty.net

Services

Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804

FREE pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

Major credit cards accepted

PREGNANT, NEED HELP?

Visit the Verizon Wireless booth and get the
lowdown on our amazing career opportunities!

Alison, >
Verizon Wireless

Anybody can get a job after college – but
you’re not just anybody. Real opportunity is
waiting at the Verizon Wireless Careers
Booth the first Wednesday of every month
at The Russell House. We’ve got the
programs that launch lifetime careers.

Don’t miss Wireless
Wednesday at The Russell
House! This is your chance
to join the most successful
team in wireless.
Careers For Everything You Are
www.vzwrldp.com
Verizon Wireless is an equal opportunity employer m/f/d/v.

